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The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 

Today we note the utter chaos and anarchy in the period in Israel’s history called, “The 
Judges”.  The period of the Judges is once more a direct assault by the serpent’s seed to stop 
the promise of Genesis 3:15.  During this time the people of God collectively were rejecting 
promise and living for sensory stimulation.  Unfortunately, such periods pock human 
existence.  Yet woven into all of this is a constant theme of promises made and kept.  God uses 
various images to speak of this promise.  Consider the following passages.  All of them speak 
to this promise to provide a seed from the woman who will crush the serpent’s head. 
 

“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A 
scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all 
the sons of Sheth” (Num. 24:17). 
 
1 “For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, ‘We will eat our own bread 
and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our reproach!’ 2 In that 
day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be 
the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 3 It will come about that he who is left 
in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy--everyone who is recorded for life in 
Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the 
bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 

then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud 
by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a 
canopy. 6 There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection 
from the storm and the rain” (Isa. 4:1-6). 
 
1 “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear 
fruit. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal 

for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. . . 11 Then it will happen on that day 
that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who 
will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands 
of the sea. 12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of 
Israel, And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the 
jealousy of Ephraim will depart, And those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not 
be jealous of Judah, And Judah will not harass Ephraim” (Isa. 11:1, 10-13). 
 
1 “Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For 
He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no 
stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be 
attracted to Him” (Isa. 53:1, 2). 
 
“Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He 
will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD’’” (Zech. 6:12). 
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78 “Because of the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, 79 

TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, To 
guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:78, 79). 
 
“So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts” 
(2 Pet. 1:19). 
 
“and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals’” (Rev. 5:5). 
 
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and 
the descendant of David, the bright morning star” (Rev. 22:16). 

 
Now let us place all of this within the historical context of Judges.  The Book of Judges takes 
great strides to show the deplorable condition to which the nation had sunk.  For over 300 
hundred years they forgot the promise and lived according to the world, the flesh and the 
devil.  It was deplorable.  Yet in the midst of all this, God had a believing remnant.  He would 
show Himself mighty in the keeping of His promise to provide a seed from the woman who 
would conquer and reign over the serpent’s seed.  Embedded in all of the decay there is a 
constant stream of hope rippling forward.  There is a star, a branch, a root, an insignia, a 
standard to which the hope is fixed on and focused, whereby the hopeful are identified.  In all 
of the twists and turns, Ruth is identified along with Boaz as those who were hope filled.   
 
It is impossible to know just how deeply they clung to the promise.  We do not know how 
profound the faith of Judah or Tamar or Perez or Salmon or Boaz was.  Yet we do know that 
despite His people, God was working His promise. 
 
Within the darkness of this moment a star stilled shined, a root still broke forth, the morning 
star still rose, and hope continued to live.  As such, the story contained within the book of 
Ruth is to be contrasted with the disgraceful debacle of Micah’s idolatry and Dan’s anarchy 
(Judges 17, 18) and the gruesome travesty of the Levite priest, his concubine and the tribe of 
Benjamin (Judges 19-21).  Ruth and Boaz picture the believing remnant that clung to the seed 
promise.   
 
Such as, so also; today the times in which we live are just as horrific as then.  Yet God still has 
a believing remnant that clings to the seed promise.  Just as He has come, He will come; Even 
so come Lord Jesus, Amen. 
 


